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REMARKS 

The Office Action mailed June 30, 2005 has been carefully reviewed along with the 
reference cited therein. In the subject Office Action, the Examiner withdrew from 
consideration claims 21-25 as being directed to a non-elected invention. The Examiner 
finally rejected claims 1 , 3, 4, 7-9, and 15-20 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Hullman, et al. (U.S. Publication No. 2005/0025603). The Examiner rejected claim 13 
under 35 U.S.C. § 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Hullman, et al. as applied to claim 1 . 
Hullman, et al. published after the filing date of the subject application and therefore only 
qualifies as prior art under § 1 02(e). 

Request to Remove Finality of the Subject Office Action 

Applicants responded to the non-final Office Action mailed February 8, 2005 by 
amending claim 1 to inciude iimiiaiions previously presented in original claims 2, 6 and 1 1 . 
After receiving applicants' response, the Examiner performed a new search and issued a 
final rejection of amended claim 1 based on a reference located during the new search. 
However, the Examiner's new ground for the rejection of claim 1 was not necessitated by 
applicants' amendment of claim 1 since these limitations had been previously presented to 
the Examiner when she searched the application for the first Office Action. However, 
Hullman, et al. was not applied against the original claims. Since applicants have not had 
the opportunity to respond or to amend to avoid the new grounds of the rejection and these 
new grounds should have been presented in the Examiner's first Office Action, applicants 
respectfully request that the Examiner remove the finality of the rejection. 

35 U.S.C. § 102(b) Rejections 

Applicants respectfully submit that Hullman, et al. fails to disclose a rod hanger 
adapter, and therefore fails to anticipate either of claim 1 or claim 15. Instead, 
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Hullman, et al. discloses a fixing clamp, and more specifically, a fixing clamp for the blind 
fixing of a handle to the ceiling of a motor vehicle. 

Regardless of Hullman, et al. failing to disclose a rod hanger adapter, applicants 
have amended claims 1 and 15. Specifically, claim 1 has been amended to recite "the 
second wall includes a first portion of a slot configured to receive an associated rod." The 
slot disclosed in Hullman, et al. application is not configured to receive an associated rod 
because the fixing clamp is much too small. 

Claim 1 has also been amended to recite "said first portion of said slot being aligned 
with said opening and being intersected by said longitudinal axis of said rod hanger 
adapter" and "wherein a second portion of said slot extends into said third wall, said 
second portion of said slot being intersected by said longitudinal axis of said rod hanger 
adapter." In Hullman et al., the portion of the slot that extends through the second wall and 
the portion of the sioi thai extends through the third wall are not aligned with the opening 
and are not both intersected by the same longitudinal axis as the opening. Rather, the 
portions of the slot in the second and third walls, as per the Examiner's drawing, are offset 
from the opening and would not both be intersected by the same longitudinal axis as with 
the opening. Instead, if both portions of the slots of Hullman were aligned with the same 
longitudinal axis as the opening, they would intersect the opening and thus destroy the 
function or purpose of the opening. Claim 1 has been amended to define over Hullman, et 
al. and is considered in condition for allowance. Claims 3, 7, 8, 9 and 13 depend from 
claim 1 and are also in condition for allowance. 

Claim 15 has been amended to recite "...said third wall including a notch for 
mounting the rod hanger adapter to the wall of the associated cabinet, said notch being 
formed in a generally central portion of a lower edge of the third wall, said notch being 
aligned with said opening...." The notch in Hullman, et al. is not formed in a generally 
central portion of a lower edge of the third wall nor is it aligned with the opening. Instead, 
the notch, or notches, are located adjacent lateral edges in Hullman, et al. and are offset 
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from the opening. Accordingly, claim 15 is in condition for allowance as being patentable 
over Hullman, et al. Claims 16 and 17 depend from claim 15 and are also in condition for 
allowance. Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner remove the rejection. 
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Conclusion 

In view of the above discussions, applicants respectfully submit that all pending 
claims are patentably distinct over the reference of record. 

Since this amendment is in response to a Final rejection, applicants have canceled 
all withdrawn claims without prejudice and reserves the right to pursue these claims in a 
continuing patent application. Also, applicants have attempted to limit the issues that have 
been presented to the examiner. The claim amendments should not require an additional 
search on the part of the examiner. 

Allowance of all claims and early notice to that effect is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 

FAY, SHARPE, FAGAN, 
MINNICH & McKE^, LLP 

V21 






ough, Reg. No. 47,056 



N:\METZ\200009\nmg000071 0V001 .doc 



J?u7ies E. Scar 

)0 Superior Avenue, 7 th Floor 
Cleveland, Mo 441 14-2579 
(216) 861-5582 



Certificate of Mailing 

Under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .8, 1 certify that this Amendment B is being 

deposited with the United States Postal Service as First Class mail, addressed to: MAIL STOP AF, 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on the date indicated below, 
transmitted via facsimile in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.8 on the date indicated below, 
deposited with the United States Postal Service "Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" service 
under 37 C.F.R. 1 .10 on the date indicated below and is addressed to: MAIL STOP AMENDMENT, 
Commissioner For Patents, P.O. Box 1 450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
Express Mail Label No.: Signature 
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